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Providing Bilingual Affidavits 

The U.S. Consulate can now provide certain affidavits in 

a bilingual format (English and Chinese languages) 

including the Marriageability Affidavit.  The procedures 

to obtain a bilingual affidavit remain the same as an 

English language affidavit. The added benefit is no 

translation is required prior to submitting it to local 

authorities.  Questions and answers on marriage in 

China can be found at our website. 

The U.S. Consulate cannot notarize self-statements 

claiming “no criminal record.”   

Also, we cannot take fingerprints for purposes of 

background checks or criminal record checks.  A variety 

of options available to U.S. citizens seeking to obtain 

proof of their lack of a criminal record are indicated on 

the travel.state.gov website, or the Consulate’s website.   

Adult Passport Renewal Applicants  
No Longer Required To Appear In Person 

An adult passport holder does not need to appear in person to renew their passport.  A third party may submit the 

required documents on your behalf if you meet all the following requirements:   

 You are at least 16 years old at the time of application; and 

 Your most recent passport was issued when you were 16 years of age or older; and  

 Your most recent passport was issued within the last 15 years; and  

 Your most recent passport was not limited, i.e. it was issued for its full ten-year validity; and  

 You are able to submit the current passport with this application; and  

 You are not requesting a change in the passport data, other than a name change due to marriage or a court 

order. 

You must schedule an appointment for this service even if not appearing in person.  Documents required to renew 

an adult passport can be found here. 

 “No Criminal Record” Affidavit 
Service Not Available 

TSA Pre✓ Info 

The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) is partnering with U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), U.S. 

air carriers and airports for TSA Pre✓, a passenger pre-screening initiative that allows participants who have 

volunteered information about themselves to be qualified for screening benefits, such as no longer removing items 

including shoes, 3-1-1 compliant bags from carry-ons, laptops from bags, light outerwear/jackets or belts. 

 

Individuals who do not already meet TSA’s criteria as a frequent flyer with their airline or are not already a member 

of the U.S. Armed Forces may still be able to participate in TSA Pre✓ by applying for one of four DHS Trusted 

Traveler programs (TSA Pre✓® application program, Global Entry, NEXUS or SENTRI.)  More information can be 

found at the TSA website. 

**Advisory: The U.S. Consulate 

General Shanghai American Citizen 

Services telephone systems will be 

out of service beginning at 23:30 

(11:30pm) Thursday, April 9th until 

08:00 (8:00am) Friday, April 10th. In 

case of American citizen 

emergencies, please contact the U.S. 

Embassy Beijing 24-hour line at (011-

86-10) 8531-4000 if you are calling 

from the United States, or 010-8531-

4000 if you are calling within China. 

We regret any inconvenience. 

http://shanghai.usembassy-china.org.cn/acs_faq.html#faq_marriage
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/abroad/legal-matters/criminal-record-check.html
http://shanghai.usembassy-china.org.cn/recordcheck.html
http://shanghai.usembassy-china.org.cn/u.s.passport_renewals.html
http://www.tsa.gov/tsa-precheck/tsa-precheck-airlines-airports
http://www.tsa.gov/tsa-precheck
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Leaving China? 

Did you know that you can end your enrollment with the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP) 

by visiting the step.state.gov site?  If you previously submitted a paper enrollment form to the U.S. 

consulate, you may end your enrollment by sending an email request to: ShanghaiACS@ state.gov. 

News From IRS 

As of November 14, 2014, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) office in Beijing has closed.  To our knowledge no IRS 

officials will come to China to do tax presentations in the near future.   

 

The IRS has posted the guidance for U.S. citizens abroad preparing for the 2015 tax filing season under Federal 

Benefits and Obligations on travel.state.gov.   

 

U.S. citizens residing overseas are allowed an automatic 2-month extension to file tax returns, but must attach a 

statement to the tax return regarding the extension.  That means for many overseas residents, your tax return is 

due on June 15.   

 

You may get tax assistance by contacting the 

International Taxpayer Service Call Center by 

phone or fax.  The International Call Center is open 

Monday through Friday, from 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 

p.m. (Eastern Time). 

  

Tel:  267-941-1000 (not toll-free) 

Fax:  267-941-1055 

 

You may also contact the IRS office in London, 

Paris, or Frankfurt.  For addresses and telephone 

numbers, contact my local office internationally. 

The Emergency Response Team (also known as the Warden System) is a network of Americans living   

long-term in the Shanghai area that help the U.S Consulate disseminate information about important 

current events, health news, and security updates to the broader American public in China. If you would 

like to serve as a warden in your area, contact us at ShanghaiACS@state.gov for more information.  

Interested in Joining the Shanghai Emergency Response Team? 

Bike Registration  

A reminder to all electrical bike or scooter riders in Shanghai -- starting Sep. 1, 2014, all electrical bikes or scooters 

have to be registered with the local police.  Scooters driven on any public roads can be stopped by the police and 

inspected.  Unregistered scooters will be subject to fines between 50 to 200 RMB.  For registration details, please 

visit the Shanghai Traffic Safety Information Network. 

https://step.state.gov/step/
mailto:ShanghaiACS@state.gov
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/abroad/legal-matters/benefits.html#headerandtext_5
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/abroad/legal-matters/benefits.html#headerandtext_5
http://travel.state.gov
http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/International-Taxpayers/U.S.-Citizens-and-Resident-Aliens-Abroad---Automatic-2-Month-Extension-of-Time-to-File
http://www.irs.gov/uac/Contact-My-Local-Office-Internationally
mailto:ShanghaiACS@state.gov
http://www.shjtaq.com/


Security Message, Travel Warnings, and Alerts 
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Security reminder: It is advisable that you and your 

family review your personal security profile and be 

aware of your surroundings at all times. 

 

A recent Security Message regarding the China-

Burma Border Incidents is available on our website 

for your review.  U.S. citizens traveling near the 

China-Burma border are reminded that they might 

encounter checkpoints or may be prevented from 

entering certain areas.  

 

Travel Warnings are issued to describe long-term, 

protracted conditions that make a country dangerous 

or unstable. A Travel Warning is also issued when the 

U.S. Government's ability to assist American citizens 

is constrained due to the closure of an embassy or 

consulate or because of a drawdown of its staff.  

Travel Alerts are issued to disseminate information 

about short-term conditions generally within a 

particular country or region that pose imminent risks 

to the security of U.S. citizens. Natural disasters, 

terrorist attacks, coups, anniversaries of terrorist 

events, election-related demonstrations or violence, 

and high-profile events such as international 

conferences or regional sports events are examples 

of conditions that might generate a Travel Alert.  Click 

here for current Travel Warnings and Alerts.  

03/03/2015 Syria Travel Warning 

03/02/2015 Honduras Travel Warning 

02/26/2015 Chad Travel Warning 

02/25/2015 Nigeria Travel Alert 

02/24/2015 Algeria Travel Warning 

02/24/2014 Saudi Arabia Travel Warning 

02/24/2014 Pakistan Travel Warning 

02/18/2015 
Israel, The West Bank and Gaza 
Travel Warning 

02/13/2015 Lesotho Travel Alert 

02/11/2015 Yemen Travel Warning 

02/05/2015 Sierra Leone Travel Warning 

02/04/2015 Cameroon Travel Warning 

02/02/2015 
Potential Implications for Travel 
Because of Ebola in Parts of 

West Africa 

The U.S. Department of State has issued recent 

Travel Warnings and new Travel Alerts for the 

following countries:  

Upcoming Holidays & Other Closures  

A full list of all of our closures is online.  The ACS Unit will be CLOSED to the public on: 

April 4-6, 2015, Sat-Mon    Tomb Sweeping Day      清明节   Qīngmíng Jié 

April 30, 2015, Thursday Administrative Closure 行政管理日  Xíngzhèng Guǎnlǐ Rì 

May 1, 2015, Friday   International Labor Day 国际劳动节    Guójì Láodòng Jié 

May 22, 2015, Friday Administrative Closure 行政管理日  Xíngzhèng Guǎnlǐ Rì 

May 25, 2015, Monday     Memorial Day      阵亡烈士纪念日 Zhènwáng Lièshì Jìniàn Rì 

June 20-22, 2015, Sat-Mon  Dragon Boat Festival  端午节    Duānwǔ Jié 

http://shanghai.usembassy-china.org.cn/warden_messages.html
http://shanghai.usembassy-china.org.cn/warden_messages.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/syria-travel-warning.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/honduras-travel-warning.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/chad-travel-warning.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/Nigeria-travel-alert.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/algeria-travel-warning.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/saudi-arabia-travel-warning.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/pakistan-travel-warning.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/israel-travel-warning.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/israel-travel-warning.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/lesotho-travel-alert.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/yemen-travel-warning.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/sierra-leone-travel-warning.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/cameroon-travel-warning.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/ebola-west-africa.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/ebola-west-africa.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/ebola-west-africa.html
http://shanghai.usembassy-china.org.cn/holidays.html

